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Over the next few minutes, his young grandchildren screamed and watched in horror as the animal
mauled him. The 55-year-old farmer died of severe injuries on the way to hospital.

"It was a painful death and my mother-in-law has stopped having proper meals ever since," his
daughter-in-law, Anita Kumari, said.

Such attacks have become common in India's most populous state, where a ban on cow slaughter
has led to a huge rise in the cattle population. So much so that they have become an issue in the
state's upcoming elections, which are set to begin on 10 February.

But Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led government has cracked
down heavily on cow slaughter in keeping with its right-wing Hindu agenda - the practice is now
illegal in 18 states, including Uttar Pradesh, or UP.



https://buyeralpha.ctbids.com/estate-sale/2000/item/22918

Here, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, a hardline BJP leader himself, shut down several allegedly
illegal slaughterhouses after coming to power in 2017 - even though this is a huge business in UP,
which is a major exporter of buffalo meat.

Cattle traders, many of them Muslims or Dalits (formerly untouchables, who are at the bottom of
the Hindu caste hierarchy), have even been attacked and killed by vigilantes often linked to the BJP
or local right-wing groups.

So, many of them have given up on the business, fearful of buying or transporting cattle. And
farmers now simply abandon old and unproductive cows.
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